road to safety

Youngsters
‘are confident ;

but careless
at the wheel

Campaign to help young drivers

University students will be shown how to be
bgtter drivers in a bid to reduce fatal crashes

Ramona Ruiz

DUBAI// A new initiative that pro-
motes safe driving habits among
youth will focus on cautious driv-
ing skills.

The campaign, launched on Sun-
day by FedEx and supported by Du-
bai Police and the Emirates Motor
Sports Federation, will run until
March 25. More than 2,000 stu-
dents at five Dubai-based universi-
ties will attend interactive lectures
and participate in a simulator ex-
perience.

About 375 students turned up for
the opening at the Indian univer-
sity, Bits Pilani.

The four other participating um-

include Higher Coll
Technology (HCT) Dubai Women's
Campus, the American University
in Dubai, Manipal University and
HCT Dubai Men’s Campus.

“Most young drivers think they
are confident but don’t have the
awareness and anticipation,” said
Roshanara Sait, a road safety expert
and director of Ciel Marketing and
Events, which organised the cam-
paign. “There’s no point in being
confidentwhen you don’t have the
other two.”

The programme includes theory,
visuals and a driving challenge.

Topics include common causes of
accidents, road fatalities, and the
psychology of driving. It also covers
stopping distances and the three-
second rule - a simple way to check
you are at a safe distance from the
car in front. A simulated roll-over
will show the benefits of seat belts.

Aseries of graphic videos will also
be shown on the dangers of texting
and driving, along with a “shock-
ing” video on driving standards.

Talks also include distractions,
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pupils, and school bun drlvsn and
focuses on using seat belts, the risks
of excessive speed and the impor-
tance of complying with traffic rules.
The agency also plans to expand
Traffic Track, launched recently at Al
Agsa School, in which pupils are in-
troduced to traffic and how to protect
themselves from accidents.
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and understand the concept of
using skill over speed. Six winners
~three male and three female - will
be appointed as “road safety am-
bassadors”.
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